
 

 

 

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

CHRISTOPHER MATTHEWS, SR. 

 

 

I, CHRISTOPHER MATTHEWS, SR., a resident of the State of North Carolina, being of 

sound mind and not acting under undue influence of any person whomsoever, do hereby make, 

publish, and declare this to be my Last Will and Testament. I hereby cancel, revoke, and annul 

all wills and codicils at any time heretofore made by me. 

Article I 

I nominate and appoint my brother, Grier Matthews, as personal representative and executor of 

this, my last will and my estate.  If Grier Matthews predeceases me, fails to qualify , or ceases to 

act as my personal representative for any reason, I nominate and appoint my daughter, Diane 

Smith, as successor personal representative with all powers hereinbefore mentioned, and I 

request that my personal representative be permitted to serve without bond or surety thereon. 

 

I grant my executor all powers conferred on executors under the North Carolina General 

Statutes, Chapter 31, as amended, or any successor thereto, and all powers conferred on my 

executor wherever my Executor may act. I also authorize him to (among other powers) retain, 

sell at public or private sale, exchange, grant options in, invest and reinvest, and otherwise deal 

with any real or personal property of my estate, for cash or credit; to borrow money and 

encumber or pledge any property to secure loans; to divide and distribute property in cash or in 

kind; to exercise all powers of an absolute owner of property; to compromise and release claims 

with or without consideration; and to employ attorneys, accountants, and other persons for 

services or advice. The term “Executor” wherever used herein shall mean the executors, 

executor, executrix, or administrator in office from time to time. 

Article II 

I direct that my just debts, the expenses of my last illness, my funeral expenses or expenses of 

my cremation, if applicable, (including the cost of a suitable monument at my grave and 



perpetual care of the cemetery lot in which I am interred) whether or not such expenditures 

exceed the limitations otherwise imposed by law, and the costs of administration of my estate be 

paid out of the assets of my estate as soon as practiceable after my death. 

 

The following gifts are to be given as directed if owned by me at the time of my death. Should 

any of my children predecease me, their share should go to that child’s children, if any. 

Article III 

I give my antique furniture, specifically a large high boy and dining room furniture to my 

daughter, Anne Matthews. I also leave Sparky in Anne’s care. As detailed in Sparky’s trust, 

$25,000 is to be set aside for Sparky’s care, and another $25,000 is to be given to Anne for her 

trouble. 

Article IV 

I give my musical instruments, including my collection of Dobros, to my son, Bill Matthews.  

Article V 

I give my 45-foot sailboat “The Blow Hard” to my daughter, Diane Matthews Smith. 

Article VI 

To my sister, Freda Jones, I give my antique jewelry.  

Article VII 

I give my 1965 MGB to my brother, Grier Matthews.  

Article VIII 

I give my home, located at 1834 Queens Rd., Charlotte, NC, to Carl Matthew’s trust. 

Article IX 

My son, Raymond Matthews, gets nothing. 

Article X 

Upon my death, the residual of my estate and the rest of what I have not specifically set aside 

above should be sold, and the proceeds should be divided as follows: 

a. 25% of the proceeds are to be divided equally among Diane Smith, Bill Matthews, 

and Anne Matthews. If any of my children die before I do, their share should go to 

that child’s children, if any. 

b. The remaining 75% of the proceeds should go into Carl Matthew’s trust account. 

 



Article XI 

I leave my house, located at 1834 Queens Rd., Charlotte, NC 28031, if owned by me at the time 

of my death, as well as 75% of the proceeds from the residual of my estate in trust to my son, 

Carl Matthews, as follows: 

a. Grier Matthews shall be appointed as Trustee. If for any reason Grier is not able to 

perform his duties as Trustee of Carl’s estate, I nominate and my daughter Diane 

Smith Trustee. 

b. The income and principle of the trust shall be distributed at the discretion of the 

trustee for the health, care, maintenance, and support of the beneficiary, Carl 

Matthews. The money is to be put into a very safe investment. 

c. The powers of the Trustee shall be those set forth in the North Carolina General 

Statutes, Chapter 36C. 

d. Termination of the trust shall occur upon the death of the beneficiary. At such time, 

the principle and any accrued or undistributed income to the trust shall be distributed 

among my children Anne, Bill, and Diane, or their children if they are not still alive at 

that time, but not Raymond. Raymond and any issue he may have get nothing. 

Article XII 

I leave my dog Sparky in the care of my daughter, as well as funds for her trouble and for 

Sparky’s care, in trust as follows: 

a. Anne Matthews shall be appointed as Trustee. 

b. $25,000 is to be used for the care of Sparky, the beneficiary. Another $25,000 shall 

be given to Anne for her trouble. 

c. The powers of the Trustee shall be those set forth in the North Carolina General 

Statutes, Chapter 36C. 

d. Termination of the trust shall occur upon the death of the beneficiary. At such time, 

the principle and any accrued or undistributed income to the trust shall be given in 

full to Anne, or Anne’s children should Anne predeceases Sparky. 

Article XIII 

I direct that purposes of this will a beneficiary shall be deemed to predecease me unless such 

beneficiary survives me by more than 30 days. 

  



I, CHRISTOPHER MATTHEWS, SR., the Testator, sign my name to this instrument this _____ 

day of ____________, 20____ and being first duly sworn, do hereby declare to the undersigned 

authority that I sign and execute this instrument as my last will and that I sign it willingly (or 

willingly direct another to sign for me), that I execute it as my free and voluntary act for the 

purposes therein expressed, and that I am eighteen years of age or older, of sound mind, and 

under no constraint or undue influence. 

 

____________________________________ 

Christopher Matthews, Sr. 

 

We, __________________________ and __________________________, the witnesses, sign 

our names to this instrument, being first duly sworn, and do hereby declare to the undersigned 

authority that the Testator signs and executes this instrument as his last will and that he signs it 

willingly (or willingly directs another to sign for him), and that each of us, in the presence and 

hearing of the Testator, hereby signs this will as witness to the Testator’s signing, and that to the 

best of our knowledge the Testator is eighteen years of age or older, of sound mind, and under no 

constraint or undue influence. 

 

__________________________ 

Witness 

__________________________ 

Witness 

 

  



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF MECKLENBURG 

 Subscribed, sworn to and acknowledged before my by CHRISTOPHER MATTHEWS, 

SR., the Testator and subscribed and sworn before me by __________________________ and 

__________________________, the witnesses, this _____ day of _______________. 20___. 

 

 

 

 

Signed: __________________________ 

Notary Public 

 

My Commission Expires: __________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drafted by: 

James H. Carter, Attorney at Law 

334 West John Street, Matthews, NC 28105 

Telephone: 704-841-0760 


